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 PREFATORY NOTE 


This paper is one of a series of Cigests of foreign mining legislation 
and court decisions that is being prepared in advance of a general report rela- 
tive to the right of Americen citizens to explore for minerals and to own and 
operate mines in various foreism countries. In the preparation of this digest, 
access was hac to cfficial, though not legally bincing, translations of the 
Siamese miniiug acts now in force, puvlished by the Royal Department of ifines, 
and Geology, at Baugkol:. This circular is released subject to correction and 
amolification, if necessary, by the proper Americen foreign-service. officers. 


LUTRODUCTION 


The Siemese mining lew, which is cited as "The Siam Mining’ Act, 2461 
(1919)," was enacted February 14, B. EB. 2461 (A. D. 1919), corresponding to the 
ninth year of His wiajesty's reign. This act replaces the Sian Mining Act of 
1901 and repeals all edicts, decrees, lews, rules, and local customs relating 
to mining the terms of wnich are inconsistent with the new lew. Itshall in- 
clude all suvsequent alterations or adcitions, es well as all rules issued by 
the Minister (of Land end Agriculture) already in force or to be drought into 
force — publication in the Government Gezette to be deemed sufficient notice 
of any modifications or alterations. (Art. 1, 2, 5, 83, and 85.) 


Len Tislation passea recently amending certzin provisions of the mining law 
for the ourvose of controlling the sale of minerals is the mining amendment 
act, B. E. 24.74, given: Aucust 21, 1931 iar oi of the »resent reign), which 
repeels provisions of the minin,; act, B. B. 2461, an? also all rules and regula- 
tions relatin,; to mining tnat are ineoncisvent with the amending ect. Uncer 
article 25 of the mining amendment act, B. BE. 2474, ministeriel reculat tions 
(of the Minister of Acriculture)’ were issued August 21, 1921. | 


Further recent legislation, brought about-by the asreement of tue Siaiese 
Government to become @ party to the international tin restriction scheme (inter- 
national tin pool), is the tin and tin. ore restriction act (Siam), B. EB. 2474, 
which came into force on September 1, 19-1, its nurpose being to suspend the 


1 The Bureau of kines will welcome the reprinting of this sceper, provided the 
following footnote acknowleigzuent is used: "Revrintec fro: U. S. Bureau 
of Mines Information Circular 664." | | 

2 Rare metals and nonuetels division. | 


77S : ; ck mn 


Google 


I.G. 5644. 


operation of all laws, by-laws, or regulations dealing with mining or terms and 
conditions appearing in pee banebetes or special mining permits (concessions), 
in force. (All the sienp tory eovernmante to the international tin quota scheme 
agree to remain in the pool for ‘a neriod: of aoe ‘rears from August 12, 1931, 
or until the proper liquidation of ti:e pool. 3) (See section of this vaper en- 
titled "Minerel Industr# andi Resources.")- Ministeriel regulations, issued by the 
Minister of Lands and Agriculture, under section 39 of the tin and tin ore re- 
striction act, were passed. August 2l, A931. 

the official translations of these laws that were used in the see of 
this circular were mace by the Department of ines to assist persons unacquainted 
with the Siamese language, but with the express condition that they should not 
have the legal force of the original Raeeee text. 


=. 


RIGdTS OF FOREIGNERS 
Te Siamese mining jad its beara maices no distinction between natives and 
pOECTERST A: | Gag | 
Tre. ere oF now dn force between cuca the United States contains the 
following Beret one : 7 
| The Siticane or sana Gete of each of tne nigh contrecting parties 
shall have liberty to enter, travel, and reside in the territories of 
the other, to carry on trade-«s..-%o- lease land for residential, commercial, 
religious, and cheritable purposes ... and generally to do anything 
incident te or necessary for trade upon the same terms as native citizens 
or suvojects, submitting themselves to the lews. and regulations peer: es- 
USO PERRI - 3 a 


| They: shall not ve Coupeiied uncer ‘any oretext. whatever to pay ‘any 
“internal charges or. taxes other or hisher than those that are or may be 
— by native citizens or subjects. (art. 1.) 


The dwellings, warehouses, manufactories, and shops and all other 
property of the citizens or subjects of each of the high contracting | 
parties in the territories of the other anc all premises apo.ertaining 
thereto used for.purgoses of residence or commerce shall be respected. 
It shall: not -be allowable to. proceed to maxe a. domiciliary | visit to-or 
~@ search of any such buildings and premises or to. examine or inspect 
. books, papers, or accounts, . except under the conditions and with the - 
a ye by the. Jews, ordinances, and regulations. for nationals. 
Art. 2). S 3 ‘s | 


& The Bangxok Times, Jan..23, 1932. _ - 
a. Treaty: hnd: Protocol. Between the United States ana Siam: Treaty Ser. 
i .No.°655,- proclaimed: October 21, 1921. Tais treaty was to ‘come into 
 effect'on the date of the- exchange of retifications (Sept. 1,°1921) ané 
was to remain in force for 10 years. However, in case neither’ of the 
| contracting parties should have notified 12 months before the expiratic: 
." . of the 10-year: ‘oeriod an intention to terminate. it, it. was to remain 
binding until the expiration of one year from the. date On which either 
of the parties should have denounced it. (Art. 17.) No denouncement 
has taken place. 
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Limit ed-liability and other ‘conmenies and associations, “already 
or hereafter to be organized in accordance with the laws of either neh 
contracting party and comiciled in. the territories of such party, are | 
authorized, in the territories of the other, to ‘exercisé their rights _ 
and appear in the courts either as eee or deféndants, subject to 
the laws of such other party. -- 


Tnere shell.be no conditions or requirements imposed. ypon American 
corporations, comoanies, or associations, in connection with such access | 
to the courts of justice in Siam, that do not avoly to such native cor-_ ° 
ra ae a penDen S64 or associations of the most favored nation. (Art. — 
5.) | as 


It is understood ty the high contracting varties thet the stipula- 
tions conteined in this treaty do not in any tar affect, supersede, or noc rly 
any of the laws, orcinances, anc regulations with re< cord #0: trade, 
naturalization, immigration, police, and public security that ere in _ 
force or that may be enacted in either of the two countrics. (Art. 15.) 


GENERAL LEGISLATIO2 


As all mineral lands are the oroperty of the Crown, permission either to 
prespect or to mine must be obtained fror the Government, throuzh an ordinary 
prospecting license (ahtyabat), an exclusive prospectins license (ahtyabat 
puwirt), a mineral washing license, or e mi ning agreement (pratanadat). 


A verson desiring, to work for minerels on other. tien vacant? land shall, 
if he is tne owner, produce a title deed (such as chenote or Kra Chong); if 
he is not. the owner, he shell obdtein ea letter of enone eae to accompany 
his application to work for minerals. (Art. 74. 


No person, excent with special permission of tue Department of eee and. 
under conditions imposed by it, shall prospect or mine within 20 wah® of @ high- 
way, waterway, or buildin: or within 500 wah of any fort or naval or militar; 
station. (Art. 73.) os : 


STATE OWNERSHIP : 

- A11 lands. and minerals, including oil and coal, within the Kingdom of Siam 
are Crown property. No one having the legal rizht to occupy land for building, © 
agriculture, oz any other purpose may prospect or mine woon tiat Tand witnout © 
syecial govermaental permission. (Art. 4..) Furthermore, the State reserves 
the right to resume any vlots of lanc. within a ceced mining area for any public 
purpose — cospensation +o be made to the holcer of the mining rigat for actual 
loss with respect to structures of anv kind, but none for the value of the 
minerels upon the resumed land. (Art. 72.) The Governuent reserves th re right 
to tae fro:i mining land for its ovn use an‘ HEBEES. PLOROSs or Epa found 


ete - ote ee 


5 Vacent land is thet ‘upon which there is no mltivetion: no building,” nor 
reservation, according to law, for either public or individual benefit. 
(Art. 3.) | : 

6 One wah equals 80 drones: 
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thereon (art. 70) or to grant to any verson permission to fell timber, burn char- 
coal, or collect gums and other forest procuce. within any mining area (art. 71). 
The Minister is authorized to: acquire for mining purposes any lend occupied for 
other purposes by issuing notice to the owner of the land anc fixing the date 
for its surrender. (Art. 75.) A mining eae does not Convey. hee. right of 
ownershin,in lend. (Art. 51.) 


MIG AUTHORITY 


_ Mining authority, in general, is in. the Pots ‘Department. or Mines: (art. 2), 
waich is "mown also as tag. ‘Department. of tines and Geology," uncer the Ministry 
of Lends anc.Agriculture.: Mining matters are directly. administered through 
loéal branckes either in the cistrict® (amphur), province? (chengwad, of.circlel® 
aa if such offices exist, or through the head office at Bangkok. (Art. 
oe Bate | <4 a , tue Se 

‘The Winistry (of Lancs and Agriculture) is empowered to make rules fixing 
royalties, rents, anc fees; these rules shall be considered te be a vart of the 
act upon their publication in the Government Gazette. (Art. 82.) 


Tre decision of the Department of Mines shall be final in any boundary 
€isoute. (Art. 80.) 


Tne district mines office (or the rachalohalit in charge) shall have authori- 
ty to recall a mining agreement or a olan in connection therewith for correction 
o¢ clerical errors or for correction of Doundery marks that do not correspond 
with those on the ground. (Art. 81.) 


ee ¢ ORDINARY PROSPECTING LICENSES 


Aa ordinary prospecting eceuee (ahtyebet), which is not peaneeeoceila. is 
a personal license, although it covers emplovees of the licensee. It gives no 
orospecting right beyond trat of sEeetanc bay at ae ous aiae eee of whe 
sround,". rer | 


The eens: for whick application must be ee in wiittne (on the form 
prescribeG by tue Government) to tne district iining office, confers the right 
to prospect for one year for the mineral or minerals svecified in the document 
and only on the vacant lauc witnin the limits svecified — the permission of 
the owner of the land being necessa:y with respect to otner. than vacant land. 
A license may extend over one province,. at the discretion of tne issuing ee 
cial. (Art. 13, 14, 15, and 16.) | | 


EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE 

An exclusive nrospecting license (antyabat Suir t); which is not ieenetes 
able, beyond excluding from prospecting any one other than the holder himself . 
and his servants, confers the same rights as the ordinary permit. The.area of 

" 

7 Rogers, eae, e8 Despatch’ “274, Glam, Seot. ae ape), State 

Dept. file F.892 an 
8, 9, 10 Siam is divided into 14 Secies- subdivided into 79 previnces, sub- 

divided into 413 districts, subdivided into 5,109 comnes.. 
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an ahtyabat puxart shall not exceed 3, (000 rais (450 hectares). It is issued for 
12 months but may be renewed for one-half of the aréa covered by the original - 

license (or for a larger area with the consent of the Minister), if the licensee 
is able to show to the satisfaction of the Devartment of Mines that he has com- 


pleted a reasonable amount of work and has otherwise comoliec with .the conditions 
of his permit and the provisions of the lew. (Art. 18 and 20.) 


Application. -A written apolication shall be made either personally or 
through a culy authorized agent to the district mines office (or to any other 
branch office the Department of Mines may direct). The application shall be ac- 
companied by (1) a descrintion of the land applied for and (2) a plan giving 
accurate varticulars of its boundaries and of its position with reference to a 
boundary mark of an existing mining area or to a "traverse station" or to some 
fixed physical point. The applicant may at any time previous to the issuance of 
the license withdraw his application upon paying a sum equal: to one-half of the 
fees due for the license, together with all expenses, if any, incurred by oe 
Government in cutting and surveying boundaries. (art. 18 and 19.) 


Survey. - After an application has been examined, the Government shall notify 
the applicant whether he or the Government shell undertake the cutting of the. 
boundaries. The applicant shall pay the costs should the Government do the work; 
he shall ee it in the time peceer ce, should he do the work himself. (art. 
18 and 19 


Cancellation. -— The Minister may withdraw an‘exclusive prospecting permit at 
any time th.t the holder fails for a period of six consecutive months to carry on 
reasonable prospecting. (Art. 20.) 


MINERAL WASHIiiG LICENSES — 


 & mineral washing license, which is not transferable, is issued only to one 
desiring personally to wash for minerels in certain creviously authorized dis- 
tricts. Tne license, for which application is made to the district mines office, 
confers upon tne holder the right for one vear to wash for minerals in any’ 
vacant . in the district or oe enaees svecified in the license. (Art. 7, 8, 
and ll. 


MINING RIGHTS 
A mining rignt (pratanabat), which must receive the sanction of the King and 
must be sigved and sealed by the Minister, shall be valid for not more than 25 
years. (Aes. 2° and 31.) ‘The possession of sufficient capital to work the land 
applied for ma;r ve required of the applicant. (Art. 21.) 

Minerals covered. - Only such mineral or ‘ninerals as may be specified in the 
mining agreement shall be mined, treated and sold. Separate anvlication must be 
made for the exploitation of any mineral found that is not included in the 
pratanabat. (Art. 51 and 69.) 


Area. - A-mining-area shall not exceed (except with special permission of 
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the King) 100 rais (15 hectares) "on a lode? or 300 rais (45 hectares) on 
alluviall2 or iron-ore ground. When possible, the area shall be rectangular - 
the length not to be more than three tines the breadth. (Art. 26 and 27.) 


Application. - Application nmst be made in writing to the district mine 
office (or to any other branch office authorized by the Government). The appli- 
cation, which suall contain e description of the lanc, the name of the mineral 
to be mined, and the wethod of mining, shall be accompanied by a sum of money 
sufficient to cover all fees and expenses in connection with bouncary lines and 
marks, by a plan of the aree, end by all data necessary accurately to locate the 
land. (Art. 21.) 


Survey and demarcation. - As in the case of the exclusive prospecting perm! 
when the application has been examined, the Government shall notify the applica 
as to who shell undertaxe the survey. If the applicant is to do the work, he 
shall complete it to the satisfaction of the Department and shall lodge field 
notes and plan with the Cistrict mines office within a specified period of time 
(or euthorized extension thereof). If the Government undertakes the survey, the 
applicant (in person or through an agent) shall be present to point out the 
boundaries of the land apslied for, and he shall pay all expenses in connection 
therewith. After the demarcation has been completed, public notice shall be 
posted for a period of not less than 15 days in the district mines office or 
other suitable place, in order that objectors may file their protests in writing. 
If no ovjection is made, the land shall be surveyed, anc the boundary marks 
shall be erected. (Art. 22-25.) 


Temporary working permit. - If an applicant should wish to begin mining 
after the completion of the survey but Sefore the issue of the mining right, he 
may apply to the district office for a temporary mining vermit, vhich shall con- 
fer the sae risht as the pratanabat, except that it shall not be transferable, 
shall be in force for only six months, and shall be subject to cancellation with 
aaa wivhout assigned reason, and with no right to compensation. (Art. 
286 


Worx conczitions. —- The nwaber of workaen to be employed on any mining area 
(or the equivalent lavor—saving soparatus, at the rate of 1 brake horsepcwer to 
eight workmen) shall be stipulated in the mining agreement - the number of work- 
men not to ve less than one to every 2 rais of land. 

Tne work shall be carried on without an interruption of more than six 
months in any one crear or 12 saonths in any two veers, unless exemption shall 
have been granted. A district mining officer, if satisfied concerning the in- 
ability of the lessee (pratanabat holder) to work his mine, may grant a certi- 
ficate of exemption for such a period not in excess of three years as he may 
see fit. (Art. 37 and 38.) 


Surrender and forfeiture. - In order voluntarily to surrender a mining 
rignt, the holder thereof shall send a written notice of his intention to the 
district office, which shall make a determination within six months or within 


eI EY aD NE eZ Rae a Ta Eee Pe ee er A ee ee Corer eee ee 
11, 12 Lode equals seam, deposit, vein, reef, dike, or blow containing minerals 
otaer than alluvial ground. Alluvial ground eouals loose rock or stone, 


ee sand, soil, or earth from which minerals may be obtained by washing. (Art. 
oe 
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@ period mutuelly agreed upon. The holdér of-the mining right shall be liable 
for all sums due ve the poveraueee up to the date of the determination. (Art. 
396) a 


Forfeiture of a mining right may result from the holder's bankruptcy (art. 
48), from failure to pay (within 90 days of the receipt of notice of indebtedness) 
all sums due to the Government (art. 76), or from failure to comply with the con- 
ditions of work (art. 37). Shduld a lessee commit any feult that renders hin, 
-under the law, liable to forfeiture of his rizht, the Department of ines may (1) 
order the holder to make good the fault within a specified period or (2) notify 
him of the fault and of the cencellation of his right, in which case anpeal may be 
made to the Minister. (Art. 40.) Publication of a determination in the Govern- 
ment Gazette shall be considered sufficient notice thereof. (Art. 41.) 


| Woether a right has been voluntarily surrendered or declared forfeit by the 
Government, all mined: ore,-£11 buildings, machinery, tools, and appliances, unless 
removed within six months (or within a longer period officially authorized), shall 
become the property of the State. (Art. 42.) 


Transfer. - A nining right may be transferred if the document of transfer is 
signed and sealed by the Minister, with the sanction of the King. Should an 
application (to be made through the district office) for right of transfer be ap- 
proved, the lessee and tne prospective transferee shall present, in oerson or 
through an agent, all documents under which the right to mine was obtained. The 
deed of transfer shall be executed in triplicate, one copy for the heed Ofer ees: 7 
one for the district office, enc ome for the transferee. (Art. 45.) | 


* Should a lessee die, determination of his pratanabat shall be made within ‘ 
SO days of his death, except that a representative of the deceased lessee may make 
application within 90 days for the right to continue mining and ma" have the 
right assigned to him. (Art. 45.) 


No pratanabat (either is aneie:: or in part) shall be used in the liquidation 
of a debt or be attachable for debt. It shall not be subject to mortgage or 
charge of any kind that has not been sanctioned by the Devartment. (Art. 47.) 


ROYALTIES AND RENTS 


The ministry has power to make rules ragarding royalties, rents, and fees 
and to direct where they shall be naid. Interest on overdue accounts shall be 
at the rate of 15 per cent per annum. (Art. 77 and 82.) The holder of a washing 
license shall pay royalty at the rates in force from time to time (art. 10); the 
holder of a mining right elso shall pay royalty at the prevailing rate unless 
the rate is snecifically set forth in the mining agreement (art. 33 and 34). 


Annual rental shall be fixed in the mining agreement and shall be paid in. 
advance in eaual half-yearly instalments. (Art. 322.) 


WATER RIGHTS 
The inalienable right to control ell water courses (or waterways!) is vested 
in the State, although provisions are made whereby the lessee of a mine may have 
the fullest use of water facilities. (Art. 59-52. 
13 <Any river, stream, canal, pond, well, ditch, or body of water, running or 


still, natural or artificial. (Art. 3.) 
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EASEMENTS 
- Every mining area is. subject. ‘6: ‘existing rights of way anc other easements. 
(Art. 66.) : 7 


| “A lessee shall-.obtein the consent of the occupier of the land before con— 
(ateastise roads and ways. in the mining area for the transportation of ore and 
other material and- shall. obtain the consent. of the viceroy, lord lieutenant, or 
governor of the district Concer s before constructing | them oe eae. mining ae 
area. (art. 67 end 68. ) 


— veeaes may eae such tinber within his “mints area as may be necessary 
in his mining operations, | subject to the forest Yaws' and subject to the vested | 
interests of others in: such timber. ‘He may obtain through the Department expro- 
priation of such vested interests in case of disacreenent. “The amount of com. 

_ pensation; : At disputed, shall bé determined by arbitration. (art. 50. yo 


Upon. eritter seve anion ‘from’ the district offiée, a Geasee: may ‘use. any vacant 
land in his mining area. for the erection of buildings, the planting: of: vegetables, 
and one Heceene of animals mOCeRaTy: to his operations. (art, as oe ee Be oe Be 


- PINES aoe aes 
hy waneeaa, a fine not to ayccca 500 ‘ticals 5 (tea. rey ey ts anneace: for- any 
infringeent of the :aining law for which no specific penalty: is stipulated. (Art. 
79.) Specific fines, ranging from 1 tical a day to a maximum fine of 1,600 
ticals, are covered by articles 4, 9, 12, 15, 17, 35, 37, 54, 55, 69, .73;. and 81. 


MISCELLANZOUS pace ene | 


Every mine shall be under fee. control. of a sonnevent manager, whose name 
shall be recorded in the district mines office. (art. 49.)° | 


Should « rachalonalit- monthon (representative of the iacatne a a seaere 
or a rechalohaxit -changwad (representative in a vrovince or: district). ora senior 
se eiece consider that mininz. operat tions do not, either below or above ground, safe- 
guard life and property, he may order the necessary remedies or may order suspension 
of work until required ehancea: shall.heve been made. (Art. 53 and 56.) Abandoned 
shafts or nr inee shall be securely fenced. (Art. 58.) 


at the coumencement of. eee month every mine: horder shall report in detail 
‘the amount of metals and minerads produced, smelted, end exported during the pre- 
‘ceding sionth, the number of worsing days, | and the daily average of labor employed, 
and (if so required) furnish ai accurate plan of le and a ah meee below 
ground to'date. (Art. 35.) .; , . 

- Every mine holder shall Keep proper books of waesunt with peeeasee te mining 
sonts anc the details just enumerated and ‘shall keen - ‘such accounts open to the 
inspection of duly authorized officials of the Department and.shall furnish attested 
copies thereof when so ordered. .(Art.. 54. ve 


14 “The “exchange ‘value. er tne tical in 1230 was 3 ae cents in U. S. Rorabiert 


ws ae 


Google 


I.C. 6644 


The De»cartment shall have authority to order a lessee to mke a detailed 
plan of his wining area, to hold the plan open to inspection by Government offi- 
cials, and to furnish an attested copy thereof upon demand. The detailed plan 
shall include the surface and such underground workings as the Department shall 
direct; it shall be on a scale of 1:2,000, or on such scale as may te required; 
and it snali be accurately. brought to date ay intervals of not more than one 
sonth. (Art. 55.) 


Every lessee shall forward (at the date of publication) to the district office 
a copy of all puolished reports upon. the mining area; a leasing ¢ompeny shall for- 
vera ene prospectus, e memoranc.um of association, ana the articles of association. 
(Art. 36 = 


No action at law (except with the sancti on of the Minister) may be brought 
cap en officer of the Devartment actinz in ove faith and in discharge of his 
duty. (Art. 85.) 


” 


4 lessee upon finding objects of palaeontological or historical interest 
shall surrender them to the Devartment, together with a description of the con- 
ditions under which and the lpcality and the strata in which they were found. 
(Art. 57.) | | — 


The liability of emplover end of emplovee in case. of a breach of the’ mining 
ae a worlman snall be governed by laws pop era vane to master and servant. (Art. 
78.6 | 


Every holder of a prospecting or a mininz rizht shall register a Siamese 
eddress with the district mines office. Any notice or letter sent ody the Govern- 
ment: to sucn a reziastered address shall be deemed to be legal service thereof. 
(Art. 43 and 84. ) 


Regulations made to prevent demage to the ground by tailings and to orevent 
the pollution of domestic water sources are contained in articles 6% and 65. 


MINERAL-SALZ couTRoLl® 


In general, the mining amendment act (B. B. 2474), controlling the sale of 
ainerals, prohibits the purchase! or storage of any minerals whatever except under 
2 purchase license or a storage license, which licenses expire ol March 31 of the 
Siamese yeer in which issues. The vratanabat holder (concessionaire) is exemoted 
"rom this provision in so far as 1t relates to storage, as follows: 


Provided that this prohibition shall not apply to the keening of 
premises in any place for the purpose of storing therein minerals won from 
the area of.a pratanabat, or snecial permit (concession), by the holder 
thereof. (Sec. 5.) 


oa ae a ee ee ee eS 

.5 The Mining Amenduent Act, 5. f. 2474; Ministeriel Regulations under section 
eo of the Mining Anendment Act, B. B. 2474. 

.6 Purchase means to purchase, exchange, receive Ae way of sift, or acquire from 
some other person. (Sec. 4.) 
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| Hiceeiee., no minerals shall be sold te: other than the holder of a. 
purchasing license or sublicense. (Sec. 16.) . 


_ Application for ® purchase or a storage license is maje, ee the eeeccri ued 
form, ta tne Cistrict mines officer. A fee must-be paid for eitner license, ex: 
a devosit must be made with respect to a vurchasiug license, according to. ore- 
aera ministerial Reeve eoues (Sec. 70) 


Ho minora a. Shee than minerals won by piGhees — ie) holder es Be ances 
.. washing license, snall ve. removed from within the boundaries. .of the land: £roa- 
which minerals have been raised* or from one mlace of business for purchesing — 
minerals to another wnless accomosnied while in transit by a transit note in the 
prescribed form, containing tere Follorine. main varticulerss.” (a) The mane! of th: 
owner of the minerels: (%) she weicht of tue :ainerals: and (c) the-manner in-~ 
which ownershin of the minerels was acouire@d: thet is, in the case of minerals 
won, the number of the pratanabat shall te given, anc, in the case of minerals 
purchased, the: nimmber of tne DYE Ceeane license or fuer eres held oy the pur- 
ene a (Sec.. 17.). | , 
tt shall be lawful for ans aepectce to tate possession and detain any _ 
minerals being removed from one place to anotuer in contravention of the pro- 
visions of section 17 and to detain the same in a suitable place until the 


_ ownership. of the minerals is established. If the owner of the minerals fails tc 


appear within 15 days from the date of detention, the oroverty in tne minelals 
shall vest in the Goverment. Gee. eis 

: No holder of a purchasing license or. of 8 sublicense shall surcheee mineral: 
except (a) upon the production by the vender of a disposal. note bearing at its 
foot the signature of a pratanabat holder and showing the number of the document 
and atcesting that the :ninerals to be sold have been raised from the area covere 
thereby, or (bd) upon. the production by the vendor of.a disposal, note bearing tre 
signature of tae nolaer of a purchasing license and showing the number thereof 
and attesting that the minrels to be sold belong to the holder of the license, 
or (c) when the minerals offered for-sele- are in such cuantity as to warrant 
the belief that they were obtained oy weeetee end the mene produces a mineral 
washing license... Gee, ie AN) greg 2 to oe 


@ 17 
“ary “AND TIN oR? 2 RESTRICTION 


The ‘tin, and tin ore ‘resteiict ton act defines. ninerels, ,sertinent to the. act, 
as "tin and tin ore and éther minerals containing more turn < ver cent of pure 
tin." (Sec. 4.) Any tin ore won but not.smelted, chich ordinarily contains 
other elements, shall be deemed to contein 72 -er cent .of pure tin. .(Sec. 5.) 
Thé opinion of the Government laboratory shall. be final in any dispute as to 
wnether a particular mineral contains ‘aore then < per cent tin. (Sec. 6.)° 


The act-is divided into six main headings: “(ly Part” conceriiing ining, © 
gectione 9 to 13: (2) part concerning the sale. and purchase. of: minerals wi time, 


TI? The Tin and Tin Ore Restriction Act (Sia, Be “Ee: 47a Ministerial. Recale- 
tions issued under section 39 of tue Tin and'Tin Ore Restriction Act, B. #. 
. 2474. 
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the Kingdom, sections 14 and 15; (3) part concerning the export of minerals, 
sections 15 to 18; (4) part concerning the minerals in »ossession on the date of 
the coming into force of this act, sections 19 to 25; (5) part concerning pro- 
cedure and punishments, sections 25 to 32; and (6) part miscellaneous, sections 
33 to 39. The ministerial rersulation (issued vy the Miuister of Lends end Agri- 
culture Ausust 21, 1931), under section 29 of the act, uerely esteblishes a ninth 
customs stetion. 


As the act wider ciscussion is but a temorary measure, a brief summary of 
the more vertinent provisions follows. : 


Concerning idining 


No pr -oducer18 shall mine wiless he shall have obtained a certificate of pro- 
cuction or a temporery certificate of oroduction, anc he shall mine only in accord- 
ence with the terms anc conditions of thé .ccrtificate. (Sec. 9.) 

Certificate of production. - Apolication for a certificate of pr roduction!” 
shall be made in the prescribed form to the district siines officer, who shall make 
a report. to the Assessment Committee,<9 which in turn shell forward the production 
assesszcnt to the district mines officer, that he may inform the avplicant thereof 
in writing. If no objection is reisea by the apolicant, particulars of the quota 1 
ané quota period“* shell be calculated, specified, and, entered in a certificate 
of production in the prescribed form. (Sec. 10.) ‘The: vuota period shall not ex- 
ceed six xonths for any one veriod, ana the first period shall be deemed to have 


commenced September 1, 1931. (Sec. 7. ) 


Texporary certificate of sroéuction. - A temporary certificate of nroduction 
is a certificate euthorized to be issued by the district mines officer in case an 
applicant for a regular certificate is G€issatisfied with the assessment and aopeals 
(in eccordence with the provisions of section 11) ue the winister from the decision 
of the Assessment Comal ttee-(Section 12.) 


ES Procucer “4eens fae wol cer of e. Sratenabat under the -vrovisions of the minin, 
act, B. 3. 2451. The holcer of a mineral wasning license shall‘not ve coxn- 
sidered a producer. (Sec. 4.) 

9 Production means the quantity of minerals deemed.to be extractable from any 
vine in any neriod of one year, as determined by the Assessment Committee in.. 
accordance with such rules as the ‘iinister shall enact by -alnisterial remule- 
tions. (Sec. 4.) 

20 ©66vASsessment Comittee means the comnittee to be appvointed by the liinister from 
time to timie to assess the procuction of mines; it shall consist of not less 
than three members. (Sec. 4.): Three mewbers shall form a quorun, anc the 
opinion of the majority shall prevail. (Sec. 33.) 

21 Quota means the restricted quantity of minerals exoressed as a percentage of 
the production that any mine shall be permitted to win within a svecifieda 


period.’ 
s2 Quota period means any period within which the quota may se won from any mine 


anda disposed of. 
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Concerning tne Sale and Purchase of Minerals 
Minerals to be sold. shall be Ad nited, as follows (gec. 14): 


dee le Minerals. sold jinder and’ “in accordarice with ‘the eouaie toda éontained 
ina certificate. of praduction of temporary ‘certificate of ees 


Ce aunerels, offered, ‘for sale by ‘buyers. ; 

3. Minerals offered for sale by a mineral washing license holder in 
such quantity es to. warrant tae Delief that. the min cata were obtained oy 
him by washing. : | 
Likewise all buyers shall purchase only (a); minerals the property of a certi- 

ficate holder, (2) minerals the proverty of-rther buyers, or (3) minerals the 
prepestyt of: tne: 2; BOLder of a mineral washing «icense. 


¢ 


Conc. rning the E x ort. of Mu nerals 


A procucer holding a certificate of production (or tenporery eeehi teased) 
may obtain fro:a the district mines officer. a certificate- of ‘Tegistration as.an ex- 
porter, provided the customs station through.:which he desires to export is one of 
the scheduled stations under. ministerial | regulations. - (Sec. 16.) (Further details 
are fouic in sections .17 and 18.), If a registered exporter wishes to export 
through a stetion (scheculed in ministerial regulations) other than the -oné his 
certificate wes issued for, he may obtain pdrmission by applying to the district 
mines officer, who may évant such permission with the ‘linits os the- eis 


quota. (Sec. 36.) Ce ee Cou, Se oe oe 
oe ee ee Hscellaneous.. 
ale The Minister is empoweréd. to einend or. suspend. the 2 opézation of either section 


"BQ, referring. to mining. rent, or section. 37, ‘referring to working time and ‘number 
of workmen, of tne mining act, B. 5. e461, or both, 2 such manner as. he shall - 
think fit. (Sec. 8.) 


Oe ee we Ce 


. MINERAL RESOURCES J AND inpustRY 


‘Mining is far.less important than | the ehce ‘industry in the uation ean 
of Siam, dut“it does furnish the third largest item r23° export a is the es a 
economic ‘suprort of the. southern part ‘of the Kingdom. sn ane 


Although many kinds. of minerals (copper, coal, iron, lead, ‘gine, See. 
molybdenum, wolfram, gold, rubies, . enc. sapohires@4). have ‘been ‘found in Siam, tin 
is the only,mineral- that has ever been mined in, imoortant commercial’ quantities. 
The Government's revenue fron the. royalty. on tin, : fixed’ according to a sliding 
scale: achikee ‘on eee esac E price, in a erent: years | has: amounted to eae 


fF 


a oo: 


23 Wlctron. 7c a es « Brade Com. Rept. 1323 25, 

<"" Bangkok, May 29,-1931..... : 

26 Hansen, Carl C., Annus? Trade and Beonentc Review of: Siam: Com. Repts., 
No. 25, Jan. 31, 1921, p. 604. : 
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3,250,000 bahts ($1,430,000) annually.©° An amount closely corresponding to the 
revenue from royalties has been realized from rent, prospecting, and exclusive 
license fees. 


A brief resume of the history of tin mining follows:<" 


As in the neighboring country (British Malaya), Chinese were the first 
to mine tin from the rich deposits of this area. Their activities date 
back at least 200 years. Puket Circle, inclucing the island of Puket and 
the western coast of the narrow neck of land that joins Siam to British 
Malaya, has been for many years the most i:mortant tin district. Deposits 
on the island, however, are being gradually worked out, and greater atten- 
tion is given to prospects on the mainland. Tin is found also in Pattani 
(the eastern coast of the Siamese portion of the peninsula), in the 
vicinity of Surashtra, and more recently in Rajaburi Circle, in the extreme 
northern part of the peninsula. Approximately 140,000 acres are alienated 
for prospecting and mining tin under the mining law (which was promulgated 
in 1918). <About 30 companies, chiefly British and Australian, are en- 
gaged in the enterprise, the small Chinese producer having gracually given 
away to the larger foreign companies. 


The average yearly production of tin ore is 130,000 piculs (7,735 
tons). As a result of the impetus given the industry during the World War 
and the slump that followed, output varied for a time as much as 50,000 
eee (3,000 tons) a year. In the fiscel year 1927-28, 131,320 piculs 

7,813 tons) of tin were produced. Practically the entire production is 
marketed in Penang and Singapore in the form of ore and is smelted in the 
form of ore and is smelted in those cities, since Siam's facilities are 
very limited . 


According to Brookhart,“8 the operation of the international tin pool does 


not curtail Siam's production as drastically as it does the output in other areas. 
Siam's quota is 10,000 long tons of fine tin; Bolivia's, 28,000 tons; Netherland 
Kast Indies', 25,9000 tons, Malaya's, 45,000 tons; and Nigeria's, 6,515. 
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